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EC BRIEFING 21 May 1938
INDONESIA

I. Pjakarta effort to crush North Celebes dissidents appears well
endorway.
A. Government on 20 ¥ay aanounced recapture of airfield on Noreotai
island and e?a.stul town of Goroatalo in ﬁrth Calgbes %‘ |

|, Fhrornr; Blgoidaohn Aeg- o 20 . -
8. 'r'hte eﬁeﬂtions had been ‘preceded by 15 May air strikes againsi

dissident capital of Memado and agaisst Diailelo.

25X1 1, Strike against Nenado destroyed four dissident sircraft and

damaged two others, . . ::i
2 Deonnssnt Lol clbvm of chive Lo Epailcto 1

$XX. Dissident B-26 aircraft shot down during attack on Ambon on 18 Nay.
25X1

B. DPissident strike, howaver, reportedly destroyed or severely

dawnged three government F-51'sz aand one B-25 at Aimbon asand hit
sevsral ships in harbor,

I¥. Bissideunt ground activity continuwes in widely seattered arcas.

DIA and DOS review(s) completed.
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A. Dissident force of approximately 300 mes which had landed morth
of Toboli ias in Pslu area but is not known to have madc contact
with goverasent troops.

B. iIa Forth Sumatra, dissident guerrillas are contisuing to harras:

goverament forces.

~gndoubtedly

speaking for Basution--told B8 army attache on 15 May that wodersts

Indonesian leadsrs had four major objectives which must be dealt

with in succession:

A. Air aad logistical support to dissidents sust be terainated.

8. North Celebes dissidents must be defeated.

C. Chanpes in cabimet must take place, sither concurreatly with or
after dimsidents' defeat.

. Action wust de undertaken to control Comsunist activity.

Thess objectives appareutly obviate possibility of negotiated

settlenont with rebels; in fact, leading gevernment officials have

repestedly stated u@ti&tin dut of question. . _

A. Dissidsnt military leader, Lt Col Semual, my asked for
peace talks on 31 Nay. fgf.«.ﬂ;)” _y\MQr(Lw@ M&u@e}f offsd

Bour-long extemporanscus speech by Jukarso on 20 May to audience

including diplomatic representstives was m‘ favorable to UB than

any delivered since beginning of revolt.

A. Although he slluded briefly teo foreigns intervemtion, he named
a0 nation aad made mno inforences.

B. U8 asbassador felt spesch was cbriously directed toward
rupprochement with US; this was evidently so apparsnt that
Soviet ambassador repestedly flushed with anger.
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C.
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At one point, Sukarno sald neither Dutch nor USSR nor Y5 was |
»good encughto govera Indonesia.” |

YIII.It is of intersst that Sukarso's speech had been preceded by three- 2°XI

apparently was able to make sowe points Huksroo probably would not

have taken from anyone else.

A.

IX. Sukarno's speech appears {0 he renewed effort to improvs relations
with U8 noted in early April and then apparently overridan as

reports Sukarso was first iacredulous, then apparently
impressed when |tn'.ld him BuSR is bigpest capitalist stass
in werld today, that its system is ane of state capitalism, and

that its worker exploitation is im stage comparsable te that ‘
prevailing in America around turn of ceatury.

Indonesian officials became convinced of US aid to dismsasidents.

A,

This appears to paralliel continued arwy offorts to obstruct
Communizn.

1. Im April, army had ordered restrictions on mnlst-smiwdi
Nay Bay celebrations and arranged cessation of largely
Communist-inspired anti-88 aad aati-SEATO demonstratioas.
gince then it has stmee banned clearly Communist-inspired

sati-intervention mass rally iu Djakartsa,

K. Bestrictions oo Communists, however, are far from thorough-geing.

A.

Object apparently is simply to keep Communist wovesant from
gatting out of hand.

1. Restrietions bave virtually no effect in undermining Com-
mmaist appeal to masses or in obstructing coméist sub--
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